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Northern Lights    Philip Pullman 

Set in a parallel universe, it features the journey of Lyra 

Belacqua to the Arctic in search of her missing friend, Roger 

Parslow, and her imprisoned uncle, Lord Asriel, who has 

been conducting experiments with a mysterious substance 

known as "Dust".  

The Storm Keeper’s Island  Catherine Doyle 

Fionn, feeling angry and rejected is sent with his sister Tara 

to spend the summer with their grandfather on the island of 

Arranmore. Grandfather is the Storm Keeper on Arranmore, a 

powerful and magical heritage. But he is old; it is time for a 

new Storm Keeper  

 Short     Kevin Crossley-Holland 

In this wonderful collection of very short stories from award-

winning author, Kevin Crossley-Holland, none of the stories is 

more than two pages long, and some are much shorter. There 

are stories about ghosts, supermarkets, animals, adventures, 

and all kinds of things to inspire every short story writer.  

Pax    Sara Pennypacker 

Left To Fend For Himself, 'Pax' The Fox Must Find His Human 

Friend. At the outset of Pax, a young fox that has never lived in 

the wild is left alone in the woods. A new novel takes young 

readers inside the mind of a 5-year-old fox. Abandoned as a 

kit, Pax is taken in by Peter, a boy whose mother has died.  

Ghost : M   Jason Reynolds 

Ghost is a young adult novel by Jason Reynolds which follows 

seventh-grader Castle “Ghost” Cranshaw as he joins a track 

team and struggles to deal with his past and his present. As a 

child, Ghost had to flee his apartment with his mother when his 

father, in a drunken rage, tried to kill them.  
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My Brother’s Name Is Jessica John Boyne 

Sam Waver has always been a loner: bullied, struggling at 

school, with parents who have very little time for him. The 

one person he has always been able to rely on is his beloved 

older sibling - but when they announce that they are transi-

tioning, Sam's life is thrown upside down.  

The Boy in the Dress  David Walliams 

 It tells the story of a twelve-year-old boy who enjoys cross-

dressing, and the reactions of his family and friends. It is aimed 

at readers aged eight to twelve, and is intended to teach chil-

dren that cross-dressing is a healthy and acceptable hobby and 

not something to be ashamed of.  

 The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time  

M  

Mark Haddon 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time follows the 

story of Christopher Boone, a 15 year old, who is exceptional at 

Maths but finds people confusing. The play opens with Christo-

pher discovering a dead dog in his neighbour, Mrs Shears', gar-

den.  

A Monster Calls   M       Patrick Ness 

Patrick Ness's YA novel A Monster Calls details the story of 

Conor O'Malley, a 13-year-old boy who is dealing with his moth-

er's illness. Her impending death hangs over the bulk of 

the book, and Conor must explore his own emotions through 

stories to find peace in her passing and how he feels about it.  

Once     Morris Gleitzmann 

Once is about a Jewish boy named Felix, who lived in Poland, 

and is on a quest to find his book-keeper parents after he sees 

Nazis burning the books from a Catholic orphanage library in 

which he stays.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cross-dressing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cross-dressing
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No Ballet Shoes In Syria  Catherine Bruton 

Aya is a Syrian asylum seeker, looking after her mother and 

baby brother in the cold, unfamiliar city of Manchester – but 

she is also a talented ballet dancer. A part of her life that 

seemed lost forever when she fled her home comes back to 

her when she encounters a ballet class led by the elegant 

Miss Helena.  

Boy in the Tower    Polly Ho Yen 

Ade is a just a ordinary boy with an ordinary life. He loves 

living at top of a tower block and he loves his life, but one day a 

building falls randomly near his home, an incredibly stable 

building. Luckily no one is hurt, but the buildings keep falling 

with no reason whatsoever.  

 I am Malala M  Malala Yousafzai 

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, 

one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced and 

fought for her right to an education. On Tuesday, October 9, 

2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price.  

Death and the Arrow   Chris Priestley 

Fifteen-year-old Tom lives in the murky city of London where he 

helps his father run a print shop. Among the customers is wise 

old Dr. Harker, a retired physician and seafarer. Both Tom and 

Harker become intrigued by a murder in the city where the vic-

tim is pierced by an arrow and left holding an illustrated card of 

"Death and the Arrow." 

Fly By Night   Frances Hardinge 

Twelve-year-old Mosca Mye hasn't got much. Her parents are 

dead, her cruel uncle keeps her locked away, and her only 

friend is her pet goose. But she does have one small, rare thing: 

the ability to read. In a world where books are dangerous 

things, this gift will change her life - but it may also be the death 

of her. 
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The Diary of Anne Frank   M 

The Diary of a Young Girl, also known as The Diary of Anne 

Frank, is a book of the writings from the Dutch lan-

guage diary kept by Anne Frank while she was in hiding for 

two years with her family during the Nazi occupation of the 

Netherlands.  

 

 

 Floodland     Martin Sedgwick 

 Floodland  takes place in the near future, where most of the 

United Kingdom is submerged underwater. Norwich has be-

come an island, with food and water increasingly scarce. The 

story follows the journey of Zoe, a young girl who accidently 

gets left behind by her parents during a boat evacuation from 

the island.  

The Way of the Sword             Chris Bradford 

 After a vicious ninja attack left him orphaned and stranded in 

Japan, Jack Fletcher managed to complete his first year of sam-

urai school. ... The prejudice of his Japanese classmates has 

gained him dangerous enemies within his school, and Dragon 

Eye—the ninja who killed his father—is still after him.  

Siverfin (Young James Bond)  Charlie Higson 

Meet Bond. James Bond. But not as you will have seen him be-
fore... James is a recently orphaned boy starting his first term at 
Eton. He is popular and adept at school but his only stumbling 
block is the bully George Hellebore, son of the boorish Lord 
Hellebore. When James goes to stay in rural Scotland with his 
Aunt and Uncle, he befriends ‘Red’ Kelly, who is in Scotland to 
investigate the mysterious disappearance of his young cousin, 
last seen fishing in Lord Hellebore’s nearby estate. 

 

 

 

City of Ghosts   Victoria Schwab 

Cassidy  is looking forward to summer. She will spend time at 

the beach where the pull of other ghostly activity is weak. She 

will  spend time with Jacob, who happens to be a mind-reading 

ghost who only she can see.  When Cass was younger, she al-

most drowned but Jacob, somehow, had saved her.  Unfortu-

nately, Cass’s ghost-hunting parents decide to take her to Edin-

burgh, one of the world’s most haunted places. 
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The Jungle Book   Rudyard Kipling 

The Jungle Book is an adventure story about a man-cub 

named Mowgli. Mowgli is hunted by an evil tiger named 

Shere Khan. Mowgli tries to live a peaceful life with other 

humans, but is too wild for them and too human for the 

wolves. Eventually Mowgli finds a home in the jungle with a 

pack of his own.  

The Hobbit  E  JRR Tolkien 

The Hobbit is set within Tolkien's fictional universe and fol-

lows the quest of home-loving Bilbo Baggins, the titular hobbit, 

to win a share of the treasure guarded by Smaug the dragon. 

Bilbo's journey takes him from light-hearted, rural surroundings 

into more sinister territory.  

 Black Beauty    Anna Sewell 

The story is narrated in the first person as an autobiographical 

memoir told by the titular horse named Black Beauty—

beginning with his carefree days as a colt on an English farm 

with his mother, to his difficult life pulling cabs in London, to his 

happy retirement in the country.  

The Railway Children   E. Nesbit 

This story centres on the lives of three children whose comfort-

able, middle-class existence ends when their father has to go 

away unexpectedly. Roberta, Peter and Phyllis leave their Lon-

don home and move with their mother to a small cottage in the 

country where life is very different. The railway becomes a 

source of fascination and solace to the children. 

The Secret Garden   Frances Hodgson Burnett 

The novel centres on Mary Lennox, who is living in India with 

her wealthy British family. When a cholera epidemic kills her 

parents and the servants, Mary is orphaned and has to move to 

Yorkshire to start a new life  with her reclusive uncle.  

 



M = Mature Themes/ Language E = Extension (Challenging Texts) 

 

Blackberry Blue                Jamila Gavin 

Prepare to enter a world of magicians, enchanted forests, 

talking animals and wicked witches . . . 

Here are six magical stories to thrill and enchant you. Watch 

Blackberry Blue rise from the bramble patch; follow Emeka 

the pathfinder on his mission to save a lost king; join Prin-

cess Desire as she gallops across the Milky Way on her jet-

black horse. 

Pig Heart Boy    Malorie Blackman 

Cameron is thirteen and in need of a heart transplant when 

a pioneering doctor approaches his family with a startling pro-

posal. He can give Cameron a new heart - but from a pig. Cam-

eron is fed up with just sitting on the side of life, always watch-

ing and never doing.  

The Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents  

Terry Pratchett 

The Amazing Maurice is a talking cat, who leads his Educated 

Rodents, a group of talking rats, as they go from town to town 

being a plague so that their accomplice, a boy piper, can "lure 

them all away" from the town, after which they 

share the money the piper makes.  

Short Stories by Roald Dahl: ‘The landlady’ and ‘The 

Hitchiker’ 

The well loved British author of countless children's classics also 

has a darker side to his literary genius. Read these short sto-

ries to find out more.  

Bubble Wrap Boy  Phil Earle 

A funny and inspiring novel about friendship, family, and one 

undersized boy's ability to think BIG. Charlie Han's troubles are 

much bigger than he is. At school he's branded an outsider, a 

loser—the tiny kid from the Chinese takeout.  
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The Good Hawk    Joseph Elliot 

In a mythic Scotland, two unlikely heroes must make a dan-

gerous journey to save their people. Agatha is a Hawk, brave 

and fierce, who protects her people by patrolling the high 

walls of their island home. She is proud of her job, though 

some in her clan whisper that it is meant to keep her out of 

the way. 

Goodnight Mr Tom             Michelle Magorian 

World War II tale in which a curmudgeonly widower living in 

a small village takes in a nine-year-old evacuee from London. 

The widower soon realises that his young charge has been dam-

aged both mentally and physically at the hands of his strict 

mother. He sets about undoing the damage, teaching the 

youngster to read, write and draw, but as his tenth birthday 

looms, the child is summoned back to the city.  

Chinese Cinderella  Adeline Yen Mah 

Chinese Cinderella is the true memoir of Adeline Yen Mah's 

childhood, describing her life up until she is fourteen years old. 

Adeline is born to a wealthy family in Tianjin, China, as their 

fifth child. Her mother dies due to birth complications and her 

family thus views Adeline as “bad luck” and a curse upon them  

Seaglass     Eloise Williams 

When a local woman tells her the girl comes to take sisters, Lark 

finds herself the only one who can save her family. Perfect for 

fans of Emma Carroll and Lucy Strange, Seaglass is a chilling 

contemporary ghost story with a determined 13-year-old hero-

ine defending her family and learning to handle her emotions  

Moonfleet   E  J.M. Falkner 

Moonfleet is a smuggling adventure set in the south of Eng-

land in the eighteenth century. Young John Trenchard's life 

changes when he discovers a secret passage under the church 

in the village of Moonfleet. He discovers a room at the end of 

the passage filled with the coffins of the dead Mohune family. 

 



M = Mature Themes/ Language E = Extension (Challenging Texts) 

 

Can You See Me ?     Libby Scott and Rebecca Westcott  

Tally is starting secondary school and she’s anxious about 
lots of things. Tally knows she’s different: she’s autistic, 
meaning she sees and feels everything differently to her 
friends and family. Now, as she enters this new stage in her 
life, she is painfully aware of the way she is perceived and 
feeling an almost unbearable pressure to try to fit in. But 
what exactly are the rules for being “normal”?  
  

High Rise Mystery             Sharna Jackson 

After finding their community art teacher murdered on their 

tower block estate ('The Tri'), sisters Nik and Norva are deter-

mined to solve this terrible crime. Swinging into action even 

before the police have arrived, the whip-smart detective duo 

develop a list of suspects and a plan to identify motives and 

methods.  

Armistice Runner         Tom Palmer 

Lily has lots of worries. She's struggling to compete in her fell-

running races and, worse, she's losing her gran to Alzheimer's. 

But then she discovers her great-great-grandfather's diaries 

from the First World War. Could his incredible story of bravery 

help her reconnect with her gran and even give her the inspira-

tion she needs to push through and win?  

Checkmates    Stewart Foster 

Felix is struggling at school. His ADHD makes it hard for him to 

concentrate and his grades are slipping. Everyone keeps telling 

him to try harder, but no one seems to understand just how 

hard he finds it. When Mum suggests Felix spends time with his 

grandfather, Felix can't think of anything worse.  

Code Taker               Chester Nez 

The Navajo code is the only unbroken code in modern warfare. 

It ensured the end of WWII by assuring the US victory in Japan. 

Only one original Navajo code talker still survives; Code Talker is 

his story. The Japanese had managed to crack every code the 

United States used. US military intelligence turned to the Nava-

jo recruits and their native language to create a secret military 

code that the Japanese were unable to break. 
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Library of Lemonsa                            Jo Cotterrill 

Calypso's mum died a few years ago and her Dad can't, or 
won't, talk about Mum at all. Instead he throws himself into 
writing his book A History of the Lemon. Meanwhile the 
house is dusty, there's never any food in the fridge, and Ca-
lypso retreats into her own world of books and fiction. 
When a new girl, Mae, arrives at school, the girls' shared 
love of reading and writing stories draws them together. But 
can their friendship survive when Mae visits their house?

    

Fox Girl and White Gazelle       Victoria Williamson 

Heartfelt and full of hope, The Fox Girl and the White Ga-

zelle is an uplifting story about the power of friendship and be-

longing. Inspired by her work with young asylum seekers, debut 

novelist Victoria Williamson's stunning story of displacement 

and discovery will speak to anyone who has ever asked 'where 

do I belong?'  

The Diary of  a Young Naturalist Dara McAnulty 

Diary of a Young Naturalist chronicles the turning of 15-year-old 

Dara McAnulty's world. From spring and through a year in his 

home patch in Northern Ireland, Dara spent the seasons 

writing. These vivid, evocative and moving diary entries about 

his connection to wildlife and the way he sees the world are 

raw in their telling.  

The Thrilling Adventures of Lovelace and Babbage: 

The (Mostly) True Story of the First Computer  M 

Sydney Padua  

This is a steampunk graphic novel. It features Ada Lovelace and 

Charles Babbage in an alternative universe where they have 

successfully built an analytical engine and use it to "fight 

crime".   

 

A Pocketful of Stars   Aisha  Bushby 

Safiya and her mum have never seen eye to eye.  As Safiya 

struggles to fit in at school she wonders if her mum wishes she 

was more like her confident best friend Elle. But then her mum 

falls into a coma and, when Safiya waits by her bedside, she 

finds herself in a strange alternative world that looks a bit like 

one of her games. This is a sad but heart-warming tale of find-

ing hope in the past to help survive the present.  
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Little Women       E   Louisa M Alcott 

The story tells of how the four March sisters grow up, find 

love and find their place in the world. The four sisters and 

their mother are at home. Their father is fighting in the war. 

Louisa May Alcott semi-autobiographical novel has captured 

young women and the young at heart for years.  

.   

 Murder On The Orient Express      E   Agatha Christie 

A lavish trip through Europe quickly unfolds into a race 

against time to solve a murder aboard a train. When an ava-

lanche stops the Orient Express dead in its tracks, the world's 

greatest detective -- Hercule Poirot -- arrives to interrogate all 

passengers and search for clues before the killer can strike 

The Call of the Wild        E                        Jack London 

The central character of the novel is a dog named Buck. The 

story opens at a ranch in Santa Clara Valley, California, when 

Buck is stolen from his home and sold into service as a sled dog 

in Alaska. He becomes progressively feral in the harsh environ-

ment, where he is forced to fight to survive and dominate other 

dogs.  

I Capture the Castle         E               Dodie Smith 

A love story set in 1930s England that follows 17-year-

old Cassandra Mortmain, and the fortunes of her eccentric fam-

ily, struggling to survive in a decaying English castle.   

Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea      Jules Verne 

Written by Jules Verne in 1870, Twenty Thousand Leagues Un-

der the Sea is a book  that tells us the story of three accidental 

visitors to an underwater world hosted by the mysterious Cap-

tain Nemo.  
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Dracula   E  Bram Stoker 

Dracula begins with Jonathan Harker, a young English law-

yer, as he travels to Transylvania. Harker plans to meet 

with Count Dracula, a client of his firm, in order to finalize a 

property transaction. When he arrives in Transylvania, the 

locals react with terror after he discloses his destination: 

Castle Dracula.  

The 39 Steps  E  John Buchan 

The Thirty-Nine Steps is an adventure spy novel by John 

Buchan written in 1914. Told from the first-person point of 

view, it relates the adventure of "ordinary fellow" Richard Han-

nay, who is thrust into a plot involving the theft of crucial mili-

tary intelligence by German anarchists.  

 Treasure Island   E Robert Louis Stevenson 

The story is about Jim, a young boy who goes in search 

of treasure after finding a treasure map. Jim faces shipwreck, a 

pirate mutiny, and sword fights. Jim's tale is a rags-to-

riches story of a young boy who overcomes the odds.  

All Quiet on the Western Front  E 

Erich Maria Remarque 

All Quiet on the Western Front tells the story of a group of 

young Germans who enlist in World War I after being captivat-

ed by slogans of patriotism and honour. It is narrated by the 

protagonist, Paul Baumer, who is 20 years old 

A  Sound of Thunder (Short Story)     E     Ray Bradbury 

In the year 2055, Charles Hatton makes a fortune with his com-

pany, which allows millionaires to travel back to the prehistoric 

era to hunt dinosaurs. Strict regulations are in place so that the 

present is not altered. But, during one time-travel safari, a 

hunter steps on a butterfly and unleashes a drastic ripple effect 

through time. Now researcher Dr. Travis Ryer must travel back 

to prevent the source of the disruption . 

 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Jonathan-Harker
https://www.britannica.com/place/Transylvania
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Count-Dracula
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The Hound of the Baskervilles    E 

Arthur Conan Doyle 

Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson investigate the legend of a 

supernatural hound, a beast that may be stalking a young 

heir on the fog-shrouded moorland that makes up his es-

tate. On his uncle's death Sir Henry Baskerville returns from 

abroad and opens up the ancestral hall on the desolate 

moors of Devonshire.  

A Christmas Carol E Charles Dickens 

A Christmas Carol is a novella by Charles Dickens about 

Ebenezer Scrooge, an old man, who is well-known for his miser-

ly ways. On Christmas Eve, Scrooge is visited by a series of 

ghosts, starting with his old business partner, Jacob Marley.  

Rebecca   E  Daphne Du Maurier 

 Rebecca is a 1938 Gothic novel by English author Dame Daphne 

du Maurier. It concerns an unnamed young woman who impet-

uously marries a wealthy widower, only to discover that he and 

his household are haunted by the memory of his late first wife, 

the title character.  

The Story of My Life          E       Helen Keller 

 

Helen Keller was born into a well to do American family in 1890, 

but at the age of two an illness left the young Helen both blind 

and deaf.  This fascinating autobiography explores Helen's jour-

ney from darkness to light, as she learns to engage with a world 

she can neither see nor hear.  A tale of perseverance in the face 

of adversity.    

Roll of Thunder Hear, My Cry   E M Mildred D.Taylor 

Discrimination, segregation, violence, and coming of age all play 

a part in ''Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry'', a young adult novel 

written by Mildred Taylor. The novel takes place in the 1930's 

and follows nine year old Cassie as she comes face to face with 

issues of race that run rampant in the south of America. 
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Short Stories by Saki : ‘Sredni Vashtar ’ and  

‘Gabriel Ernest’     E 

The buttoned-up world of the British upper classes is explod-

ed by the brilliance, wit and audacity of Saki's bomb-like 

stories.  

For punchlines, twists, satire and pure mirth, Saki's stories 

are second-to-none.  

The Raven (Narrative Poem)      E Edgar Allan Poe 

The poem is about a man whose sitting alone in his house. 

His love has died and he is mourning her loss. A raven shows up 

at the door and the man begins to dialogue with 

the raven about his lost love, Lenore.  

 The Highwayman (Narrative Poem)   E   Alfred  Noyes 

The poem, set in 18th-century rural England, tells the story of 

an unnamed highwayman who is in love with Bess, a landlord's 

daughter. Betrayed to the authorities by Tim, a jealous ost-

ler, the highwayman escapes ambush when Bess sacrifices her 

life to warn him.  

Cloud Busting (Narrative Poem) Malorie Blackman 

 This book is an exploration of an unlikely friendship between 

two very different boys. Sam is the Class Bully and he makes 

Davey, who is imaginative, instinctive - a born poet, in fact - the 

Class Idiot.  

The Charge of the Light Brigade (Narrative Poem)  E 

Alfred Lord Tennyson 

The poem tells the story of a brigade consisting of 600 soldiers 

who rode on horseback into the “valley of death” for half a 

league (about one and a half miles). They were obeying a com-

mand to charge the enemy forces that had been seizing their 

guns.  
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Maya Angelou         E 

Maya Angelou was an autobiographical writer, poet, and 

screenplay author. She was one of the most well-read black 

authors of the 20th century, who inspired many to follow in 

her style. Her direct, honest writing draws readers in. One of 

her most famous poems is  ‘Caged Bird’ 

Carol Anne Duffy         E 

Carol Ann Duffy is a British poet whose well-known and well-

liked poetry engaged such topics as gender and oppression, 

expressing them in familiar, conversational language that 

made her work accessible to a variety of readers. In 2009–19 

she served as the first woman  poet laureate of Great Brit-

ain.  One of her most famous poems is ’ In Mrs Tilscher’s 

Class’  

Benjamin Zephaniah              E 

Benjamin Obadiah Iqbal Zephaniah (is a British writer, dub poet 

and Rastafarian. He was included in The Times list of Britain's 

top 50 post-war writers in 2008. This  particular book  is a col-

lection of rapstyle poems about the environment, social issues, 

and other less serious topics.   

Kate Clanchy   E and M 

Kate Clancy is a contemporary Scottish poet as well as being a 

teacher and a journalist. She writes about modern themes in an 

accessible style. One of  her most famous poems is ‘The Timeta-

ble’. 

.   

Blake (Songs of Innocence and Experience)         E 

Songs of Innocence and Experience. Blake's Songs of Innocence 

and Experience (1794) juxtapose the innocent, pastoral world of 

childhood against an adult world of corruption and repression; 

while such poems as “The Lamb” represent a meek virtue, po-

ems like “The Tyger” exhibit opposing, darker forces.  

 POETS  

https://www.britannica.com/art/poetry
https://www.britannica.com/topic/language
https://www.britannica.com/art/poet-laureate
http://tylerpoems.blogspot.co.uk/2009/06/in-mrs-tilschers-class.html
http://tylerpoems.blogspot.co.uk/2009/06/in-mrs-tilschers-class.html

