
11+ Reading

What you can do at home 

to support what we do at 

school



The reading element of the 
11+ exam

• 11+ exams begin around November of Year 6

• The reading element is usually one or two extracts of literature 
followed by a number of questions

• Extracts are usually taken from a novel

• Very occasionally, extracts are poems or non-fiction texts

• The most academically selective schools often use extracts 
from challenging classic literature

• Exams could be multiple choice, short answer or long answer

• Long answer format requires the most practice

• Most reading comprehension exams are around 45 minutes 
long



What does an 
11+ paper 
look like?



The extract is 
introduced 
with a blurb 
at the top



There are 
usually 6-10 
questions.

Questions 
range in value. 



Pupil answers are detailed and packed with quotes



What kinds of 
questions are asked?

•  A wide range of question types, including

• Questions on the meanings of words

• Questions that require the child to read between the 
lines or gather clues as to what is going on

• Questions that ask a child to summarise everything they 
have learned about a character

• Questions that ask a child to compare two characters

• Questions that ask the child to predict what will happen 
next

• Questions on the effect a specific word, simile, or other 
technique has on the reader. What does that word make 
you picture in your mind? How does that word make you 
feel?

• Children are required to justify their answers with evidence 
from the text: 

 I think this because…



How do we prepare for the 
exam in school?

• By fostering a whole-school culture of reading and talking about books

• By studying literature in class

• Novels, short stories, plays, poetry and non-fiction texts

• Combination of whole texts and extracts

• Whole class discussions of literature 

• Focused paired or individual study

• By practising exam technique

• Written responses as part of regular teaching and learning

• Practising how to answer different types of question

• Practice tests and termly assessments

• Weekly, timed 11+ exam practice from February of Year 5 until February of Year 6

• Importance of going through the paper after it has been marked

• Through reading comprehension homework

• Through one to one reading with a teacher: higher level discussion of personal reading 
texts



How can you support 
your child at home?

• Establish a nightly reading routine of at least 20 minutes per night

• Listen to your child read

• Take turns reading with your child

• Ask your child questions about the text

• Do you think Amy is telling the truth? 

• Why do you think that?

• What do you think is going to happen while their mother is 
away? 

• Why do you think that?

• Encourage your child to justify their answers with evidence 
from the text:  Because it says here that…

• It’s not your job to test your child on the text: that’s not 
what this is about.  This should be a relaxed and enjoyable 
discussion of what’s happening in the story.

• Discuss new vocabulary, unfamiliar expressions or anything else 
that jumps off the page.

• You don’t need to have all the answers!  Asking questions 
together is a valuable exercise.



“Reading without 
reflecting is like 
eating without 
digesting.”

-Edmund Burke



The impact 
of reading 
on learning



Words they don’t 
understand

• If the text is at the right level, there should be a new 
word every few pages.  Multiple unfamiliar words on a 
single page means the text is too tricky and the child will 
become discouraged. 

• There should be some unfamiliar words, otherwise the 
text is too easy.

• Don’t interrupt the flow and pleasure of reading to look 
up every word in the dictionary there and then. 

• Children reading alone should highlight the unfamiliar 
word or make a note and move on. 

• Children can ask parents what those words mean later; 
they can ask a smart speaker for the definition; or they 
can look up the meaning in the dictionary or online.

• Only stop reading if that unfamiliar word is a barrier to 
understanding what happens next.



What are the ‘right’ 
books to read at home?

• Books should be high quality 

literature that is suitably 

challenging for the individual 

child

• The hardest books are not 

necessarily the best books

• We can recommend high 

quality literature for children 

of all abilities



School reading lists

• Find them on the school website

• Diverse range of challenging texts, new 

and classic

• Covers a range of places, eras, cultures, 

voices

• Includes autobiographies, graphic novels, 

short stories, poetry and more

• Year 4 Reading List

• Year 5 Reading List

• Year 6 Reading List

https://therocheschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Reading-List-Year-4-updated.pdf
https://therocheschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Reading-List-Year-5-2020.pdf
https://therocheschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Reading-List-Year-6-2020.pdf


Award-winning literature:
visit a bookshop and look for the 
stickers

You can also look for 
online recommendations 
from reading 
organisations: 
Good Reads

Book Trust

CLPE

https://www.goodreads.com/genres/ks2
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/booklists/
https://clpe.org.uk/books/booklists


Classic texts



Our libraries, librarian 
and reading specialists

• We have a comprehensive library in each of our 
three buildings.

• Year 5 have their own library in Hilden House

• Year 6 have their own library in Point Pleasant

• Reading list books are prominently displayed in 
Year 5 and 6 libraries

• Support and guidance are always available from 
Ms Lorna, our librarian, and Mrs Melanie, our 
Reading Co-Ordinator, and of course class 
teachers



Why do we want 
children to read at 
home?

• Because reading: 

• broadens a child’s understanding of the 
world, of people, of relationships

• fires the imagination

• is a means of relaxation and escapism

• supports a child in developing empathy 
for others

• feeds into their own creative writing

• helps children to learn to articulate their 
opinions and refine their analytical skills

• builds vocabulary

• supports spelling

• helps children to prepare for 11+ exams, 
including Verbal Reasoning and Maths

• Because good readers make good learners



Talking about books 
in 11+ interviews

• What is your favourite book?  Tell me why 
it’s your favourite.

• What are you reading right now?  Are you 
enjoying it?  Why/why not?

• What the best book you have studied at 
school?  Tell me why you loved it. 

• Is reading important to you?  Why?

• What if there was no such thing as books?  
How would the world be different?

• Should every child be forced to read the 
Harry Potter books? Why/why not?



Supportive 
technologies

E-readers, e-reading apps, 

audiobooks and smart 

speakers



What if your child finds 
reading especially 
challenging?

• Dyslexia and related challenges

• Using a Kindle can be helpful: dyslexia-friendly font

• Barrington Stoke accessible books for older children

• ‘Toe by Toe’ reading support in school if needed

• Support from the SEN department

• English as an additional language (EAL)

• Books with illustrations are particularly useful

• Read along with an audiobook playing on a smart speaker

• If possible, use chapter summaries found online

• Support from EAL specialists in school

• Future exam arrangements for those with additional needs

• Importance of clarifying those needs well ahead of Year 6

• Speak to your class teacher if you have any concerns: he or 
she will liaise with our Special Needs Co-ordinators



What if your child is 
reluctant to read?

• Encourage them to explore a range of books that tap into 
their interests

• If they like Star Wars, recommend  Science Fiction 
books.  If they like football, consider Marcus 
Rashford’s autobiography

• Don’t impose a book on your child: let them choose the 
book

• Take turns reading, with the parent reading a good chunk 
of the text aloud each night. This is what we mean when 
we talk about shared reading. 

• Alternative formats such as graphic novel versions of 
classic texts may be less daunting and they are equally 
rich in terms of scope for discussion of character, making 
predictions, etc

• Add perks: Bedtime is 7pm, unless you want to do even 
more reading, in which case you can stay up til 7.30…

• Make use of audiobooks

• Ask your class teacher for support. 

• The reading co-ordinator can offer support.



“To learn to read is to light a 
fire; every syllable that is 
spelled out is a spark.” 

–Victor Hugo

Any questions?
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